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a  b  s  t  r  a  c  t
The  HIV  epidemic  is greatest  in Sub-Saharan  Africa  and  India  where  HIV-1  subtype  C is  predominant.  To
control  the spread  of HIV in these  parts  of  the  world  a preventive  HIV-1  subtype  C  vaccine  is  urgently
required.  Here  we  report  the  immunogenicity  of  a candidate  HIV-1  subtype  C  vaccine  delivered  by  a
recombinant  measles  vector carrying  an  insert  encoding  HIV-1  subtype  C  Gag,  RT  and Nef (MV1-F4),  in
MHC-typed  non-human  primates.  HIV-1  speciﬁc  cytokine  secreting  CD4+  and CD8+  T cell  responses  were
detected in  15 out  of  16 vaccinees.  These  HIV-speciﬁc  T  cell  responses  persisted  in  lymphoid  tissues.  Anti-eywords:
easles
IV-1 subtype C
accine
ector
 cell responses
HIV-1 antibody  responses  were  detected  in  15  out  of 16 vaccinees  and  titres  were  boosted  by  a  second
immunisation  carried  out  84  days  later.  These  ﬁndings  support  further  exploration  of  the  MV1-F4  vector
as a candidate  HIV-1  subtype  C vaccine  or as  part  of  a wider  vaccine  strategy.
© 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.umoral responses
. Introduction
During 2004–2007, HIV-1 subtype C (HIV-1C) accounted for 48%
f all global infections compared to just 11% for subtype B [1]. This
igh prevalence of HIV-1C is due to its predominance in south-
rn Africa, east Africa and India [1], where an effective vaccine to
imit the spread of HIV-1C is desperately needed. Phase I trials of
IV-1C candidate vaccines, based upon modiﬁed vaccinia Ankara
nd recombinant adeno-associated virus vaccine vector candidates
ave been conducted in India [2,3], but generated modest immune
esponses. Similarly, the phase I trial of an alphavirus replicon
IV-1C gag vaccine (AVX101) generated low levels of binding anti-
odies and T-cell responses [4]. Alternative approaches need to be
xplored in order to provide a better HIV-1C vaccine vector candi-
ate.Live attenuated measles virus (MV) is proven to be one of the
afest and most effective human vaccines to date inducing life-
ong immunity after a single or two low-dose injections [5]. The
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ttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.vaccine.2013.09.072MV  genome is very stable and reversion to pathogenicity has never
been observed [6]. MV  replicates exclusively in the cytoplasm rul-
ing out the possibility of integration into host cell DNA. A reverse
genetics system for MV has been established [7], allowing the
production of recombinant MV with additional foreign genetic
material [8]. Various vectors based upon measles vaccine strains
have been developed to express stably a variety of genes, or com-
binations of genes, of large size over more than twelve passages
[9–19]. Immunisation with these vectors has been shown to induce
long-lasting humoral and cellular immune responses to the trans-
genes, even in presence of pre-existing immunity to MV  [11–19].
Here, we have generated a recombinant measles vector express-
ing the F4 antigen [20], a fusion protein consisting of HIV-1C
Gag p17, Gag p24, Nef and reverse transcriptase (RT). The
immunogenicity of the resulting MV1-F4 candidate HIV-1C vaccine
was investigated in MHC-typed, Mauritian-derived cynomolgus
macaques. Here we show that vaccination with MV1-F4 induced
cellular immune responses against the HIV-1C F4 insert and
humoral responses that were boostable, resulting in increased
immunogenicity. Furthermore, long lasting F4-speciﬁc CD8+ T
cell responses were detected in secondary lymphoid organs of
vaccinated cynomolgus macaques consistent with the observed
persistence of anti-MV CD8+ T cell responses detectable up to 25
years after human vaccination [21]. These results demonstrate that
MV1-F4 is a suitable HIV-1C candidate vaccine vector for evaluation
in a phase I clinical trial.
reserved.
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. Materials and methods
.1. Recombinant vaccine vector generation
The plasmid pTM-MV Schw carries an infectious cDNA corre-
ponding to the anti-genome of the Schwarz MV  vaccine strain
11]. A cDNA encoding for the HIV-1C F4 fusion protein sequence
as chemically synthesized and optimized for measles virus
xpression in mammalian cells and inserted into the ATU of
TM-MV Schw vector resulting in the plasmid pTM-MVSchw-
TU2 F4co mut. The F4 antigen comprises HIV-1C p17, p24, RT
nd Nef based upon a consensus sequence retrieved from HIV
atabases, (http://www.hiv.lanl.gov), codon optimized for eukary-
te expression. The corresponding MV1-F4 virus was  rescued
rom the pTM-MVSchw-ATU2 F4co mut  plasmid using a helper
ell-based system and ampliﬁed using MRC-5 cells as previously
escribed [11,19].
.2. Study design and animals
Purpose-bred, Mauritian-derived cynomolgus macaques
Macaca fascicularis) were chosen as this species is susceptible
o infection with wild-type MV [22,23]. Seven common haplo-
ypes (designated M1–M7) account for 99% of MHC  class I and II
iversity in Mauritian-derived cynomolgus macaques [24,25]. This
estricted MHC  diversity makes it possible to relate cell-mediated
mmune responses to haplotype [24,25]. MHC  haplotypes of stock
acaques were determined by microsatellite PCR, as described
reviously [25]. Eight pairs of MHC-matched D-type retrovirus-free
uvenile male macaques were selected and corresponding animals
ivided equally between groups A and B (Table 1). Macaques
ith complex recombinant MHC  haplotypes were matched to
he most closely related animal available. Group A, macaques
21–H28, and Group B, macaques H29–H36, were vaccinated
.m. with 104 TCID50 and 105 TCID50 MV1-F4, respectively on
ay 0. Both groups received a boost on day 84, with the same
ose of vaccine. Peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMC) were
solated by Percoll density gradient centrifugation (Sigma–Aldrich)
s previously described [26]. Spleen, peripheral and mesenteric
ymph nodes were collected at termination, between days 196
nd 201, cells isolated using a Medimachine tissue-homogenizer
BD Bioscience), and cryopreserved for later analysis. Serum and
lasma were collected and stored at −20 ◦C for later analysis.
Non-human primates were used in strict accordance with UK
ome Ofﬁce guidelines. The work at NIBSC was governed by the
nimals Scientiﬁc Procedures Act 1986, which complies with the EC
irective 86/609. The work was performed under licence granted
nly after review of all the procedures by a local Ethical Review
rocess. All macaques were sedated with ketamine hydrochloride
efore vaccination or venepuncture and killed humanely at end of
tudy by an overdose of anaesthetic.
.3. Cellular immune responses
Cytokine responses were detected by polyfunctional ﬂow
ytometry following stimulation of lymphocytes from peripheral
lood and lymphoid tissues with synthetic peptide pools covering
he HIV-1C insert, as previously described [19]. Cells were stimu-
ated in triplicate with synthetic 15-mer (overlapping by 11)
eptide pools covering HIV-1C p24, p17, RT and Nef sequences
GlaxoSmithKline) at 1 g/ml/peptide or a live attenuated empty
V at 104 TCID50/106 cells, in the presence of 1 g/ml of the co-
timulatory antibodies anti-CD28 and CD49d (Biolegend). Negative
ontrols were incubated with an equal volume of DMSO (0.15%, v/v)31 (2013) 6079– 6086
without peptide and positive controls with 1 g/ml Staphylococcal
Enterotoxin B (Sigma–Aldrich).
2.4. Humoral immune responses
HIV-1C-speciﬁc binding antibodies were determined in mon-
key plasma samples using an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay
(ELISA) as previously described [19] except that plates were coated
with HIV-1C F4 antigens (GSK Biologicals). Measles neutralising
antibody responses were detected using a plaque reduction assay
as previously described [19].
2.5. Statistical analysis
Cytokine responses against 4 peptide pools, p17, p24, RT and Nef
were summed to give a total response against the HIV-1C insert.
Background responses against DMSO controls were subtracted
from individual peptide pool result before summation. Cytokine
responses for CD4+ and CD8+ T cell were calculated separately.
Cytokine responses greater than the mean plus 3 standard devi-
ations of day 0 responses were deemed signiﬁcant. All statistical
analysis was  performed using Prism 5 (Graph Pad Software).
3. Results
3.1. Vaccination with MV1-F4 induced CD4+ and CD8+ T
responses to HIV-1
Both CD4+ and CD8+ T cell cytokine responses were detected
by ﬂow cytometry following in vitro stimulation of macaque PBMC
with HIV-1C peptide pools (Fig. 1), and the activation marker CD154
was co-expressed by most cytokine positive CD4+ T cells (Fig. 1,
shown in red).
Signiﬁcant CD4+ T cell cytokine responses against HIV-1C pep-
tide pools were detected in 13 out of 16 macaques after the ﬁrst
immunisation and all 16 after the boost, of which two were weak
(Fig. 2A and B). Potent CD4+ T cell cytokine responses, greater than
twice the cut-off value for signiﬁcance, were measured in 11 vac-
cinees. The exceptions were macaques H21, H28, H29, H33 and
H34 where cytokine responses were only just above cut-off at one
or more time-points (Fig. 2A and B). Initially, CD4+ T cell cytokine
responses peaked between days 14 and 56 in groups A (104 TCID50
MV1-F4 i.m.) and B (105 TCID50 MV1-F4 i.m.), but had declined
by day 84 when the same boost was  administered (Fig. 2A and B).
Between days 98 and 140, CD4+ T cell cytokine responses to HIV-
1C peptides were re-stimulated, with peak responses equivalent to
or greater than those detected after the ﬁrst immunisation. There-
after, peripheral CD4+ T cell responses declined with time, but low
level sporadic responses could still be detected in spleen whereas
BLN were essentially negative (Fig. 2A and B).
Signiﬁcant CD8+ T cell responses against HIV-1C peptides were
detected in 13 out of 16 vaccinees (Fig. 2C and D). However,
the frequencies of CD8+ T cell cytokine responses were moder-
ate by comparison with CD4+ responses. Peripheral CD8+ T cell
responses against F4 peptides remained relatively stable after the
ﬁrst immunisation such that no detectable re-stimulation was
noted after the second immunisation (Fig. 2C and D). At termination
CD8+ T cell responses measured in spleen remained high in a few
vaccinees (Fig. 2C and D). Overall, the frequency of T cell responses
between groups A and B were comparable.
In vaccinees, CD4+ responses to F4 peptides were mostly sin-
gle cytokine positive, TNF+ or IL-2+, and dual cytokine positive,
TNF+ and IL-2+, T cells (Fig. 3A and B). By contrast, CD8+ responses
against F4 peptide comprised of mostly single cytokine positive,
TNF+ or IFN+, T cells (Fig. 3C and D). Mean CD4+ T cell cytokine
responses peaked 28 days after the ﬁrst immunisation and 14 days
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Table 1
MHC  haplotype analysis of vaccinees. MHC  haplotypes of MV1-F4 vaccinees, F51–F58, determined by
microsatellite analysis. Haplotypes with recombination were resolved by allele-speciﬁc PCR. Intact
haplotypes, M1–M7, have been previously identiﬁed in Mauritian cynomolgus macaques [24,25].
Mean MHC  class I restricted CD8+ T cell and MHC  class II restricted CD4+ T cell cytokine responses
post vaccination (days 14–196) are shown, ±SEM. Signiﬁcant responses (above mean plus 3 standard
deviations of day 0 responses) are shown in bold.
Grou p Animal Class  IA Class  IB Mea n CD 8+ Class  II Mea n CD 4+
% Cytokine+ % Cytokine+
A H21 M1 M1 0.52  ± 0.15 M1 0.58  ± 0.16
M3 M3 M3
H22 M1 M1 0.32  ± 0.06 M1 1.52  ± 0.19
M3 M3 M3
H23 M2 M2 0.55  ± 0.07 M2 1.96  ± 0.35
M3 M3 M3
H24 M1 M1 0.47  ± 0.07 M1 3.76  ± 0.84
M3 M2 + M3 M2
H25 M3 M3 0.34  ± 0.04 M3 2.47  ± 0.55
M2 M4 M4
H26 M6 M6 0.30  ± 0.07 M4 + M6 3.59  ± 0.47
M1 M1 M4
H27 M3 M3 0.23  ± 0.03 M3 4.36  ± 0.63
M6 M6 M2 + M6
H28 M3 M3 0.04  ± 0.01 M3 0.37  ± 0.12
M4 M1 + M4 M2
B H29 M1 M1 0.07  ± 0.02 M1 0.64  ± 0.08
M3 M3 M3
H30 M1 M1 0.41  ± 0.10 M1 1.73  ± 0.39
M3 M3 M3
H31 M2 M2 0.83  ± 0.13 M2 2.46  ± 0.52
M3 M3 M3
H32 M1 M1 0.28  ± 0.07 M1 0.80  ± 0.20
M3 M2 + M3 M2
H33 M3 M3 0.33  ± 0.07 M3 0.53  ± 0.13
M2 M4 M4
H34 M6 M3 0.41  ± 0.05 M3 0.56  ± 0.05
M4 M1 + M4 M2
H35 M3 M3 0.27  ± 0.03 M3 3.57  ± 0.81
M2 + M3 M2 M2
H36 M3 M3 0.37  ± 0.02 M3 0.71  ± 0.26
M1 M1 + M2 M2
Fig. 1. Representative dot plots of PBMC stimulated overnight with p17 (A and B) or Nef (C and D) HIV-1 subtype C peptide pools. Analysis is gated on CD4+ (A and B)
and  CD8+ (C and D) T cells from MV1-F4 immunised macaques H31, respectively. Blue events represent CD4+CD154− and red CD4+CD154+ T cells (A and B). Green events
represent CD8+ T cells (C and D). Intracellular cytokine staining for TNF versus IL-2 (A and C) and TNF versus IFN (B and D) is shown. Percentages shown represent the
proportion of events in respective quadrants.
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Fig. 2. T cell cytokine responses to HIV-1 subtype C peptides following vaccination with MV1-F4. Total cytokine (sum of TNF+, IL-2+ and IFN+ cells) response to HIV-1
subtype  C peptides by CD4+ and CD8+ T cells from peripheral blood, brachial lymph nodes (BLN) and spleen (SPL). Time in days is shown on x-axis, all responses from PBMC
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 standard deviations of day 0 responses, above which points were deemed signiﬁc
fter the second (Fig. 3A and B). It was not possible to discern clear
eaks in mean CD8+ T cell responses, due to lower responses and
igher variability (Fig. 3C and D). More double cytokine positive
D4+ T cell responses were observed in group A compared to B.
riple cytokine positive CD4+ and CD8+ T cell responses were very
ow in both groups. The cytokine responses of peripheral CD4+
TNF and IL-2) and CD8+ (TNF and IFN) T cells responding to
IV-1C peptides did not differ from lymphoid tissue T cells (Fig. 3).
Signiﬁcant CD4+ and much lower CD8+ T cell cytokine responses
gainst MV were detected in most vaccinees (Fig. 4). Anti-MV T
ell cytokine responses were also detected in the lymphoid tissues
f most vaccinees (Fig. 4). Overall, comparable levels of responses
ere observed between groups A and B (Fig. 4).
.2. Vaccination with MV1-F4 induced boostable humoral
esponses
After the ﬁrst immunisation 5 out of 8 in group A and 7 out of 8 in
roup B seroconverted to F4 antigen (Fig. 5A and B). This increased
o 7 out of 8 in group A and 8 out of 8 in group B after the sec-
nd immunisation (Fig. 5A and B). Peak titres in both groups were
oosted after the second immunisation (Fig. 5A and B). Peak titres in
roup B were approximately 10-fold higher than group A after the
econd immunisation. Only vaccine recipient H24 in group A did
ot seroconvert to the F4 antigen (Fig. 5A). Nevertheless the HIV-
C-speciﬁc binding antibody responses were detected in all other6, were immunised with 104 TCID50 and 105 TCID50 MV1-F4 respectively, on days 0
ow cytokine responses gated on CD8+ T cell. Dashed line represents the mean plus
macaques at day 14, except H31 in group B which seroconverted
after the second immunisation.
All vaccinees developed MV  neutralising antibodies after the
ﬁrst immunisation, boosted by the second (Fig. 5C and D).  Five
and seven vaccinees from group A and B, respectively, had measles
neutralising titres >1000 mIU/ml on day of boosting. Group B peak
MV neutralising antibody responses after the second immunisation
were signiﬁcantly greater (p = 0.0147, paired t-test), compared with
Group A.
3.3. CMI responses of MHC matched vaccinated macaques are not
identical
The MHC  haplotype and mean T cell cytokine response of vac-
cinated macaques is shown in Table 1. Signiﬁcant MHC class II
restricted CD4+ T cell responses were detected in 2 out of 4 het-
erozygous M1/M3  (H21, H22, H29 and H30), 3 out of 6 heterozygous
M2/M3  (H23, H28, H31, H34, H35 and H36) and 1 out of 2 heterozy-
gous M3/M4  (H25 and H33) macaques. In contrast, both MHC  class
II heterozygous M1/M2  (H24 and H32) and both heterozygous M6
recombinants (H25 and H27) gave signiﬁcant CD4+ T cell cytokine
responses. Signiﬁcant MHC  class I restricted CD8+ T cell responses
were detected in 1 out of 4 heterozygous M1/M3 (H21, H22, H29
and H30), and 1 out of 2 M1/M2  + M3  recombinants (H24 and H32)
macaques. In contrast, both heterozygous M2/M3  (H23 and H31)
macaques gave signiﬁcant CD8+ T cell cytokine responses.
R. Stebbings et al. / Vaccine 31 (2013) 6079– 6086 6083
Fig. 3. Repertoire of cytokine responses to HIV-1 subtype C peptides following vaccination with MV1-F4. Single, double and triple cytokine (TNF+, IL-2+ and IFN+ cells)
responses by CD4+ (A and B) and CD8+ T cells (C and D) from peripheral blood, brachial lymph nodes (BLN) and spleen (SPL). Group A, macaques H21–H28 and group
B,  macaques H29–H36, were immunized with 104 TCID50 and 105 TCID50 MV1-F4 respectively, on days 0 and 84. Columns represent group mean values ± SEM, n = 8.
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. Discussion
In this study, we evaluated the immunogenicity of two  doses,
04 and 105 TCID50, of a measles vaccine vector, MV1-F4, carrying
n insert encoding HIV-1C Gag, RT and Nef, in non-human pri-
ates. Both doses of MV1-F4 stimulated T cell responses of similar
agnitude and breadth, in terms of the range of CMI  and humoral
esponses elicited. However, the beneﬁt of vaccination with the
igher dose was in higher titres of anti-F4 and MV neutralising
ntibodies, rather than improved T cell immunogenicity. These
ata might imply that there was a better Th2 response, missed
y the Th1 cytokine panel employed. Alternatively, neutralising
ntibodies may  have blunted vector infectivity, thereby limiting
urther increases in the frequency of CMI  responses. Superior
mmunogenicity was obtained after a second i.m. immunisation
emonstrating that MV1-F4 responses are boostable, in spite of
he presence of titres of vector neutralising antibodies known to
revent infection [27]. It is possible that the route of immunisation
ay  have helped overcome early vector neutralisation, compared
ith natural infection. Boosting earlier, prior to development of
igh titres of vector neutralising antibody, was not possible for efﬁ-
ient re-stimulation of memory responses as the primary immune
esponse did not wane sufﬁciently until day 84. Nevertheless, a
onger boost interval may  have improved CD8+ T cell cytokine
esponses, which had not markedly declined by day 84.
Cell mediated responses to MV  are dominated by CD4+ T cells
hat primarily produce a Th1-like pattern of cytokine releaseal cytokine positive cells represented by IFN+TNF+ (purple), IL-2+IFN+ (cyan),
(yellow) are plotted separately.
[28]. Therefore, it was  not unexpected for CD4+ T cell cytokine
responses to F4 peptides to be greater than CD8+ T cell responses.
Interestingly, responding CD4+ T cells were all CD154+, a marker
known to potently help dendritic cell maturation in priming
anti-viral CD8+ T cells [29]. Sporadic CD4+ and CD8+ T cell cytokine
responses detected in spleen taken at termination suggest that
MV1-F4 may  stimulate long lasting immunity. This would be
consistent with previous reports that MV-speciﬁc CD4+ and CD8+
T cells and MV-speciﬁc IgG can be detected up to 25 years after
vaccination [21,30]. Co-expression of the cytokines TNF, IFN and
IL-2 was determined in order to determine the fractions of single,
double and triple producers. As cytokine co-production capacity of
anti-viral CD4+ T cells is functionally superior to single-cytokine
producing cells it has been suggested that vaccines should aim
to elicit the former type of response [31]. The cytokine proﬁles
of CD4+ and CD8+ T cells observed indicate stimulation of a Th1
response characterized by the production of IFN-, IL-2 and TNF-
[32]. However, Th2 cytokines such as IL-4, IL-5 and IL-13 were
not assessed, so a Th1/Th2 mixed pattern of cytokine release
cannot be excluded. The bias of CD4+ T cell cytokine responses to
TNF and IL-2 suggests a central memory response rather than
terminally differentiated CD4 effector cell response characterised
by IFN- and TNF- [33]. By contrast, CD8+ memory T cells can
quickly produce a variety of cytokines including IFN, TNF and
to a lesser extent IL-2 [34], matching the proﬁle we observed
against HIV-1C peptides. The low frequency of multifunctional T
cells, positive for all three cytokines, is likely due to the necessary
6084 R. Stebbings et al. / Vaccine 31 (2013) 6079– 6086
Fig. 4. T cell cytokine responses to MV  vector following vaccination with MV1-F4. Total cytokine (sum of TNF+, IL-2+ and IFN+ cells) response to MV  by CD4+ and CD8+ T
cells  from peripheral blood, brachial lymph nodes (BLN) and spleen (SPL). Group A, macaques H21–H28 and group B, macaques H29–H36, were immunised with 104 TCID50
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bove  which points were deemed signiﬁcant.
se of peripheral blood lymphocytes deﬁcient in effector memory
 cells when compared with mucosal sites [35,36]. Interest-
ngly, the cytokine proﬁle of lymphocytes from the spleen and
ymph nodes, lymphoid tissues rich in memory T cells, mirrored
hat of peripheral lymphocytes, when stimulated with HIV-1C
eptides.
The MHC  haplotype of a macaque confers a selective advan-
age for control of simian immunodeﬁciency virus (SIV) infection
37–40], via MHC-restricted anti-viral CMI  responses [41–44]. If
he distribution of MHC  haplotypes associated with either strong
r weak CMI  responses is uneven in comparative vaccine groups
hen bias may  occur, when measuring CMI  responses. For exam-
le, the M6  haplotype associated with strong control of simian
mmunodeﬁciency virus infection [37] here was also associated
ith strong CD4+ T cell responses against HIV-1C peptides follow-
ng vaccination, with the caveat that this observation applied to 2
acaques. Nevertheless, similar associations between HLA geno-
ype and measles vaccine humoral and cellular immune responses
ave been reported in man  [45]. Conversely, weak CMI  responses
ay  be associated with certain haplotypes, for example chronic
IV viremia is reportedly 80 times higher in MHC homozygous
ompared with heterozygous macaques [46,47]. Here, the alloca-
ion of heterozygous MHC-matched pairs of macaques resulted in a
emarkable consistency of responses across vaccines groups, com-
ared to a previous study where MHC  analysis was retrospective
19]. However, MHC  matched macaques did not give identical CMIll responses from PBMC unless preﬁxed by a tissue. Panels A and B shows cytokine
cell. Dashed line represents the mean plus 3 standard deviations of day 0 responses,
responses. Typically only half of MHC-matched macaques give sim-
ilar CMI  responses following vaccination. This result suggests other
factors such as prior Th1/Th2 bias, innate immunity status or minor
histocompatibility antigen may  have contributed to the restric-
tion of MHC-matched individual vaccine responses. For example
H24 did not seroconvert against HIV-1C but had strong CD4+ and
CD8+ CMI  responses against HIV-1C peptides, suggestive of Th1
bias, whereas MHC  matched H32 had weaker CMI responses but
seroconverted to F4, consistent with a balanced Th1/Th2 response.
Nevertheless, MHC  matching across groups has the potential to
reduce group variation, improve data interpretation and reduce
group sizes.
The presence of anti-MV immunity in nearly the entire adult
human population might restrict the use of recombinant MV  to
naïve infants, an already worthy goal. However, numerous stud-
ies have shown that revaccinating immunized individuals results
in a boost of anti-MV antibodies, suggesting that the attenuated
live vaccine replicates despite pre-existing immunity [48–50]. Like-
wise, the presence of maternal anti-MV antibodies has been shown
to limit the induction of humoral but not CMI  responses in immu-
nised infants [51]. Moreover, we  previously demonstrated that a
recombinant MV-HIV vector induces antibodies to HIV in mice and
macaques in the presence of pre-existing immunity [12], which
opens the possibility of their use to immunise adolescents and
adults. Clearly, this point needs to be further evaluated in human
trials.
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Fig. 5. Anti-HIV-1 subtype C and Measles neutralising antibody responses following vaccination with MV1-F4. Anti-F4 antibody responses measured by ELISA following
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. Conclusions
In this study, boosting with MV1-F4 was able to efﬁciently over-
ome anti-vector neutralising antibodies, which have the potential
o blunt vaccine responses [52,53], to efﬁciently re-stimulate cel-
ular and humoral immune responses, making it a promising
andidate for a prime-boost vaccine strategy to limit the spread
f HIV. It is important to demonstrate that the use of these measles
ectors in the clinic elicits similar patterns of anti-HIV responses
n volunteers. It is also important to establish that CD4+ as well
s CD8+ anti-HIV responses can be beneﬁcial in a HIV vaccine.
HC typed Mauritian-derived cynomolgus macaques may  provide
 valuable model to investigate this further.
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